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Instructions (remove this section in final version):
· There is no restriction on the topic selection.
· Format: 6-pages max; Arial, 11 pt; single space; 0.5-inch margins. 
· Include ALL sections; suggested page lengths are noted below but can be adjusted as necessary.
· Merge into a single PDF prior to submitting it to your Preliminary Examination Committee.


A. Introduction and Background (~1-page).
· This should concisely introduce the background of your project in sufficient detail to fully understand the importance of the scientific question(s) that are being addressed. 
· It is typically useful to include an introductory figure of the system being studied with a brief legend.

B. Significance and Innovation (~0.5-page).
· This should concisely present the significance and rationale of the proposal. It should address how the study will advance the current field of study and its overall impact.
· Any innovation(s) of the proposal should be stated, including the hypothesis, experimental methods being used, and/or technologies being designed.

C. Hypothesis, Goals, and Objectives (~0.5-page).
· Present the gap in knowledge in the field of study and concisely state the overarching hypothesis for the proposal. 
· Concisely summarize the goals and objectives of the proposal, which will directly test the hypothesis that was presented. 

D. Experimental Approach (~4 pages).
· Outline the experimental approach for each goal/objective in sufficient detail so it is understandable to a general reader. Elaborate on specialized techniques or methods, or on innovative methods that have not been reported previously.
· Present any unpublished preliminary results that have been obtained to support the goals/objectives.
· Discuss the expected outcomes, any issues or obstacles, and alternative approaches.
· Keep in mind rigor and reproducibility of the complete study, and either directly address this in the proposal or be prepared to address it in the oral portion. 

E. References.
· Using superscript notation within the main text (e.g., Cell Press - Structure), include full references for all literature used to compose the proposal. This includes the Introduction/Background and Significance sections, but also for any literature used to assist in composing the Experimental Approach.
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